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SHAPING OUR FUTURE
THROUGH THE SUMMER

YOU HELPING TO SHAPE OUR BRANCH’S FUTURE

We want to hear from ALLmembers. If you have not
completed this survey, please take the few minutes now.

CLICK HERE to be taken to the survey site.

There will be several committee planning meetings during the
summer. Every member is welcome to attend.

The Program Committee is meeting on June 8, 2026 at 4:30 p.m at
the home of Mary Ann MacLaren. Contact her at
info@aauwnn.org if you wish to attend or email your ideas to
the same email address.

The Membership Committee will be meeting later in June. If you
wish to be notified with the date and time please email at
info@aauwnn.org

The Financial Committee will be meeting in late June or early July.
If you wish to be notified with the date and time please email at
info@aauwnn.org

Be sure to check out Page 5 for information about what the new
Initiatives Chair has planned for the summer and the coming year.
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AAUW Mission
The AAUW MISSION is to advance
genderequality forwomenandgirls
throughadvocacy,education,and
research.

AAUWDiversity Statement
AAUW values and seeks an
inclusive membership,
workforce, leadership teams
and board of directors. There
shall be no barriers to full
participation in this
organization on the basis of
age, disability, ethnicity,
gender, gender identity,
geographical location, national
origin, race, religious beliefs,
sexual orientation, and
socioeconomic basis.
Update is published monthly,
August through June, for the
members and friends of the
American Association of
University Women Northville-
Novi (MI)

The mission of AAUW is to advance gender equity for women and
girls through research, education, and advocacy. And, since 1888, AAUW
has been one of the largest funders of women’s graduate education,
investing in women who go on to change the world.

So, as an affiliate of AAUW, what have we been doing to advocate
for women and girls and promote gender equity? First of all, let me say
that without you, our members, nothing would happen and we would not
exist as an organization.

With your help over the past year we have continued to support a
variety of community based programs.

• Remember the Ladies supports elementary school libraries in
Northville and Novi with materials about the contributions of women in
history. Thank you Joyce Murdock!

• Career Path Days (CPD) for eighth grade girls provides an opportunity
to explore Career Paths in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics at Schoolcraft College and then meet women
entrepreneurs in our local community. This year’s CPD are coming up at
the end of May. Thanks goes to Judy Sherman and her team of
volunteers.

• We donate to the Endowed Scholarship Programs at both Schoolcraft
College and Oakland Community College.We work collaboratively with
the Livonia AAUW Affiliate and Schoolcraft College to send six women
this year to the National Conference for College Women Student
Leaders in College Park Maryland. Thank you goes to Ruth Rickard and
Rhonda Donovan.

• We provide two college scholarships to deserving students from both
Northville and Novi High Schools. Thank you goes to Caryn Doehler and
her team of hardworking scholarship readers.

• In addition, we work to educate ourselves on issues and events by
providing interesting and current guest speakers at our monthly
membership meetings. Thanks goes to Mary Ann MacLaren and her
Program Committee.

So how can we afford to do all of this, we have to raise money! This
year we hosted two Mah Jongg tournaments (Thanks to Emily Doubler,
Carol Murchison and Mary Ann MacLaren). Our big fundraiser, the
Michigan Fashion Designer Showcase Luncheon, was held on April 25
thanks to the hard work of a whole crew of people. Finally, we took a
payout from our endowment with the Community Foundation of SE
Michigan and thanks to donations from our friends and members we
have been able to increase the value of our endowment.

Continued on Page 3…
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Continued from Page 2…
Our various interest groups continue to meet and we invite you to join them. If you play Bridge or
Mah Jong or would like to belong to a Book Group or a Movie Group check out the information in
your monthly newsletter. If you like dining out, The Restaurant Rovers might be for you.

We are in our fiftieth year of serving the Northville and Novi Communities. Members come and go
for a variety of reasons, ideas and interests change and we must change with them.We have come
up with a plan to slightly change our leadership model to better meet the needs of our affiliate of
AAUW and will be rolling it out over the summer. Look for details in our August and September
newsletters.

And finally, one thing that has remained constant is AAUW’s commitment to advance equity for
women and girls. The right to vote, the right to attend college and seek an advanced degree, the
right to be independent, the right to purchase a home or a car without having your husband or
your dad sign to guarantee the loan, to have equal rights under the law and much more. This is an
election year I hope you will vote.When women vote, we change the conversation!
It makes a difference!!!

Secretary
Caryn Doepler
caryn@wowway.com

BOARD BRIEFS

Your board met on May 19, 2026

• AAUWNN was well represented at Novi Community Impact Day, helping non-
profits and service

• providers get ready for summer projects.

• Women’s Equality Day is August 29 at St Mary’s Cultural Center in Livonia.

• The program committee is looking for meeting spaces that have no cost. The committee will
meet on June 8 to brainstorm ideas for a more participation in meetings. 20 members
completed the survey. Most are pleased with program content focused on learning. Northville
District Library showcase will be reserved for March 2027.

• New member welcome scheduled for June 11 at 10:30 at Sweet Brew and Spice.

• Plans continue to implement the new leadership model. Karen Zyczynski will act as liason to
AAUW Michigan.

• Emily Doubler has the template for our business cards.

• The Board approved inviting our scholarship recipients to join AAUW in their college
communities.We would pay one year of their college membership up to $18.81.

• Welcome to Rhonda York as Secretary.

mailto:caryn@wowway.com
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VicePresidentMembership/Diversity
EmilyDoubler
eajw1976@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Membership Moment (June 2026)
For most of our branch members, it’s membership dues renewal time.When you receive your email
reminder from AAUW National, it would be great if you clicked the link in the email and renewed
your membership right then and there! A great BIG thank you to all of those who have already done
this!!!!
If you’re wondering when your renewal is due, log in to AAUW.org and go to Personal Snapshot. There
you can verify your membership information, and, if you’re due to renew, just click the red renew
button. You will want to select:
Membership type: National
Branch: MI4077 Northville-Novi
State: MI-Michigan
Just enter your credit card information and you’re good for another year! Your membership dues
enable AAUW’s mission of equity for women and girls at the National, State and local level.
Oh course, you can still write a check to AAUWNN for $101 and mail it to:
Attn: Treasurer, AAUWNN, PO Box 511, Northville, MI 48167

Your Voice Matters
We asked for your input in May’s Newsletter. We want to share the survey results with you!
19 of our 70+ members responded. 84% of those who responded have been members for 5 or more
years.
The average satisfaction rating is 3.8 out of a possible 5.
68% of the respondents prefer having a hybrid meeting available however, participation barriers
appear to be primarily scheduling conflicts.
In terms of the preferred meeting time, you were evenly split on afternoon vs evening.
Your highest priorities for Program content:

Lifelong learning (educational speakers) 84%
Women’s advocacy and public policy 68%
Local Interest topics (community, history) 53%
Social events and outings 47%
Health and wellness 42%

Comments included:
• Offer ZOOM Meeting recordings for a short time following the meeting
• Improve or standardize lunch options at meeting venues
• Attract and engage women across a broader range of ages and life stages
• Reintroduce potpourri activities and consider an annual membership retreat
• Mentor and involve new members in leadership from the start of their membership

Membership question for June 2026
If we held an annual membership retreat, we’d like your input regarding:
• When and where would it be
• How long would it be
• What would you like to see happen at the retreat
• Any other comments regarding an AAUW annual retreat

Continued on page 5…
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Continued from page 4…

Welcome New AAUW Northville Novi Members
We want to welcome our newest branch members: Cynthia Haley and Marian Mahoney! We’re looking
forward to getting to know you!

New Member Coffee scheduled for June 11th

We’re holding a new member coffee on June 11th. If you know of anyone who would like to learn
more about AAUW, please let Emily Doubler or Jackie Duggan know so we can invite them to join us
that morning.

Mah Jongg Tournament held May 8th –Another big success!

It takes a village (or the AAUWNN Mah Jongg Mavens) to pull off a successful tournament. Thank you
to our amazing AAUWNN Mah Jongg team; Mary Ann MacLaren, Rose Dankis, Jackie Duggan, Karen
Visger, Mary Jane Kearns, Ruth Rickard, Pat Noworyta, Rhonda York, Suzan Zazaian, Caryn Doehler and
Emily Doubler.
We had 48 players (12 tables of 4), a delicious lunch and 3 rousing sessions of Mah Jongg. We used
our new white board to streamline scoring. (Thank you Caryn Doehler for recording all of the scores!)
After expenses, we made netted ~$1,245 in profit, all while having a great time. Our next Mah Jongg
tournament is scheduled for Friday, November 13th.

InitiativesChair
EmilyDoubler
eajw1976@gmail.com

WHAT’S NEWWITH INITIATIVES?

As the new Initiatives Chair, I’ll be planning some
outings for our branch. My stretch goal is to have
one outing or gathering (outside of our regular
meetings) each month.We won’t always have
long lead times (like for this month’s play at
Tipping Point Theatre) but we hope if you’re
available, and it sounds fun, that you’ll jump in
and RSVP.
Some of these will be first come, first serve and
we can always add a waiting list if the event fills
up, allowing for people to join at the last minute
if there is a cancellation. If you have some ideas to share regarding possible events or outings for our
AAUWNN group, please let Emily Doubler know.
There are still a limited number of tickets available for the June 24th, 2 PM Matinee at the Tipping
Point Theatre to see “the Revolutionists”. Please contact Emily Doubler eajw1976@gmail.com if
you’d like to join us. Tickets are $43.We’re planning to gather for lunch before we attend the play.

mailto:eajw1976@gmail.com
mailto:eajw1976@gmail.com
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Public Policy
Mary Jane Kearns
mjkearns1@outlook.com

mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com
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NAMED HONOREE AWARD 2026 AT OUR ANNUALMEETING

The Named Honoree this year is a very dynamic member and passionate
supporter of AAUW and its Mission. She is full of creative ideas and a
visionary when it comes to suggesting projects and activities that enhance
the AAUW Mission and increase the organizations visibility in the community.

She has been actively engaged since she joined during the last decade.

She has been a member of the Program, Membership and Michigan Fashion
Designers Showcase Luncheon Committees. She participates in initiative

groups, is a regular attendee at meetings and actively contributes ideas and suggestions that
benefit the function and growth of our branch.

She is responsible for getting the Mah Jongg Fundraising Tournament organized, running
smoothly, updated forms and computerized the contact list of previous players.

As a Board Member holding a key position, she is instrumental in suggesting wording to
update the organizations Bookmarks, initiated a tri-fold pamphlet to interest and recruit
potential members. She attends Northville Chamber of Commerce activities on behalf of
AAUMNN to increase the community awareness of our organization.

She organized a community Brunch and Theater activity for members. She decorated the
organizations AAUWNN Christmas Tree in the Festival of Lights for the past 5 years. She
arranged a group of fellow member volunteers to wrap Christmas presents at a Center for
Domestic violence.

She is a strong advocate for woman and Girls not only in AAUWNN but in all walks of life
including Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking.

She is an avid traveler and reader when and if she has spare time.
In case you haven’t guessed---
The Named Honoree for 2026 is Emily Doubler.
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COMMUNITY IMPACT DAY

Dianne Hartman and Karen Zyczynski with resident Eileen at
Walton Woods in Novi. We packed bags with supplies for veterans,
wrote thank you notes to vets and visited with residents. A very
informative and pleasant experience.

Mary Jane Kearns volunteered at the Food Bank preparing
sandwiches.

THANK YOU NOTE FROM ONE OF OUR SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

Good Afternoon,

Thank you so much for having us last night and for the scholarship. My mother and I loved the
community of women we met, and I'll be sure to keep everyone updated on my college journey.
Have a great week!

Sincerely,
Nidhi Kumar
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Evening Book Group
Mary Jane Kearns
mjkearns1@outlook.com

EVENING BOOK GROUP
SELECTION FOR 2026-2027

mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com
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Each month Caryn will feature one of our interest groups. Maybe you will start a new interest
group.

You are welcome to come and observe play. Hostesses are listed in the newsletter, and she
would appreciate an advance call. Also, pay attention to classes at our community senior
centers or libraries. The are so very helpful.

Interest Groups
Caryn Doepler
caryn@wowway.com THIS MONTH’S INTEREST GROUP

MAH JONGG

mailto:caryn@wowway.com


Daytime Book Group
Marian Brockie, Contact

The Morning Book Club does not
meet June-August. We will meet the
2nd Thursday of each month (Sept-
May) from 10-11:30 via ZOOM.

We will meet next on Thursday, September 10,
2026 between 10:00-11:30 a.m. Via ZOOM to
discuss Ask Not -The Kennedy's and the Women
They Destroyed by Maureen Callahan

Also, for more information on joining this group
please contact Marian Brockie at
mbrockie@umich.edu
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Restaurant Rovers
Joyce Murdock, Contact

The Restaurant Rovers will meet at the
new Cooper’s Hawk, 17115 N. Laurel Park
Drive, Livonia at 6:00 p.m. On June 17.

If you would like to join this group, please
contact Joyce Murdock at (313) 381-2350
or jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com

Bridge Group
Marian Brockie, Contact

The Bridge Group currently is
meeting at Laurel Park Food
Court area every Wednesday at
1:00 p.m.
For more information on joining contact Marian
Brockie at brockie@umich.edu.

Movie Goers
Rhonda York, Contact

Movie Goers are meeting the first
Tuesday of the month. Rhonda
will send an email to those on the list.

To be added to the list or for information,
contact Rhonda York at rlyork03@gmail.com

Mah Jongg
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

The Mah Jongg group plays
Friday afternoons at members’ homes.
The June schedule is as follows:
June 5 Mary Jane
June 12 Rhonda
June 19 Ruth
June 26* Pat
* We will be scoring
Interested in joining us? Contact Mary Jane
Kearns to join us. mjkearns1@outlook.com or
call and leave a message at 248 449-8693.

Evening Book Group
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

After gathering for a delicious
potluck meeting where we
made decisions for next year,
the Evening Book group scampers off into the
summer sunset to “Beach Read” on our own. We
will resume in person meetings on September
28, when Joyce will lead our discussion of The
Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides. This meeting
will be at Mary Jane’s home and will begin at
7:00 pm.

Interested in joining? We’d love to have you, and
this is the perfect time. Contact Mary Jane at
mjkearns1@outlook.com or call and leave a
message at 248 449-8693. Great Decisions

Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

We will meet over ZOOM on
the third Tuesday of the
month. On June 16 at 1:30 p.m. we will discuss
Chapter 5 from the 2026 Great Decisions
discussion book "Ukraine and the Future of
European Security" by Thomas Wright.

We encourage new members and guests. The
topics this year are most relevant. If you are
interested in US Foreign Relations, this is the
interest group for you.For more information and
a ZOOM invitation contact Mary Jane Kearns at
mjkearns1@outlook.com or call and leave a
message at 248 449-8693.
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MICHIGAN FASHION DESIGNER SHOWCASE LUNCHEON 2026 SPONSORS
PLEASE FREQUENT THEIR BUSINESSES
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Articles for the August, 2026
issue due July 20, 2026 to:

Mary Ann MacLaren
info@aauwnn.org

AAUWNorthville-Novi (MI) Calendar of Events
visit thewebsite formore informationat

https://aauwnn.org/
BoardMeeting……………..…………..…FourthTuesday,,6:45P.M.
BridgeGroup…………………..……………...Wednesdays, 1:00P.M.
DayBookGroup… ………………..….SecondThursday,10:00A.M.
EveningBookGroup………………..……FourthMonday, 7:00P.M.
GreatDecisions……………….…………….ThirdTuesday, 1:30P.M.
Mah Jong………………………….…....…….…….Fridays,1:00 P.M.
RestaurantRovers………………….…….ThirdWednesday, 6:00P.M.
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