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AAUWNN MEETING
Tuesday, February 10 at 11:30 a.m.

Northville SportS Den
Programs
RhondaYork,Facilitator
rhondayork03@gmail.com

Mark Boody has served with the Novi Police Department for over 29
years. He currently holds the rank of sergeant in the uniform
division. He previously served as a detective for 10 years where he
specialized in child abuse investigations.

Mark earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice from
Ferris State University and received his Master of Science in the
Studies of Technologies from Eastern Michigan University. He is a
graduate of Eastern Michigan University’s School of Police Staff and
Command.

Mark currently co-presents on Law Enforcement and Public Safety
Response to individuals with Autism and Intellectual Developmental
Disabilities for The Cardinal Group II. He previously taught Autism
Safety Awareness for AAOM (Autism Alliance of Michigan). His other
teaching experiences include Michigan’s Forensic Interviewing
Protocol and various topics related to child abuse investigations.

ABOUT THE FEBRUARY MEETING

If you are hesitating about coming to the meeting on February 10
because you need a ride to the meeting or you feel you can’t walk
very far, send an email to info@aauwnn.org by February 6. The
meeting is on the lower level and you can be dropped off right at
the door at the back.

MARK BOODY
AUTISM SAFETY AWARENESS

https://www.aauwmi.org
https://www.aauw.org
mailto:connect@aauw.org
https://info@aauwnn.org
mailto:info@aauwnn.org
https://rhondayork03@gmail.com
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President’sMessage
KarenZyczynski
zyczynski2002@aol.com

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY
NORTHVILLE-NOVI (MI)
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AAUW Mission
The AAUW MISSION is to advance
genderequality forwomenandgirls
throughadvocacy,education,and
research.

AAUWDiversity Statement
AAUW values and seeks an
inclusive membership,
workforce, leadership teams
and board of directors. There
shall be no barriers to full
participation in this
organization on the basis of
age, disability, ethnicity,
gender, gender identity,
geographical location, national
origin, race, religious beliefs,
sexual orientation, and
socioeconomic basis.
Update is published monthly,
August through June, for the
members and friends of the
American Association of
University Women Northville-
Novi (MI)

This year we are hard at work planning our Michigan Fashion Designer
Showcase Luncheon on April 25, 2026. This month you can still book a
full table for the event for you and your family members or friends.
Tickets go on sale February 8 to the general public.

The Fashion Show Planning Committee is still looking for sponsors, ad
purchases and door prizes.We have four returning clothing designers
and two potential new ones. Some returning accessory designers and
some new.

1. We have placed ʻSAVE THE DATEʼ postcards at various
businesses in Northville, Novi and Plymouth as well as local public
libraries. If you have some cards you are not using, bring them to
the February lunch meeting. We can use them.

2. If you have a packet of postcards you plan to place at local
businesses, please deliver them immediately.

3. We need to sell at least 175 tickets. You can help by inviting
friends from your book club, mahjong group, quilting friends etc.
to join your table. People like to be able to sit with someone they
know, help us make it happen!

The money we raise at this event, plus the payout from our endowment
with the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan, our mahjong
tournaments and other small fundraisers will support our high school
scholarships, Remember the Ladies, Career Path Days and donations to
scholarship programs at Schoolcraft College and Oakland Community
College for the next two years.

Hope you can join us for some Valentine treats and lunch on February 10
at the Northville Sport’s Den.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
Karen

https://zyczynski2002@aol.com
mailto:caryn@wowway.com
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VicePresidentMembership/Diversity
EmilyDoubler
eajw1976@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
LETTER OF THANKS FROM FIRST STEP

First Step,Wayne County’s Domestic Violence Shelter, was the recipient of our holiday giving this year.
(See Page 4 for the letter)

MEMBERSHIP MOMENT

Our AAUW-NN Trifold has recently been updated. (See below) Go to aauwnn.org to print your copy.
Thanks to the Northville Chamber of Commerce, the trifold will be distributed in 100 Northville
Residence Welcome bags.We hope that this promotional material will bring positive attention to our
wonderful organization for those relocating to Northville. This is handy for that “elevator speech.”

This is the
front page

This is the
Back page

https://aauwnn.org
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Public Policy
Mary Jane Kearns
mjkearns1@outlook.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE - EDUCATION ISSUES IN MICHIGAN

Michigan faces many educational challenges which are not obvious to us since we live in wealthy
and well-funded educational districts. However, that is not the case statewide. Educational issues in
Michigan (MI) currently center on low student achievement, staffing shortages, inequitable
resources, and post-pandemic challenges such as chronic absenteeism and slow learning recovery.
These problems are often more severe in high-poverty communities and for historically underserved
student groups. In this election year there will be much rhetoric about education, and we need to
pay attention to the issues and where candidates stand on them.

Student achievement and literacy

Michigan has persistently low proficiency rates in core subjects compared with many other states.
Recent data show especially weak reading and math performance in elementary grades, with third
graders recording their lowest English language arts scores in the history of the state exam.

• National assessments show that only a minority of Michigan fourth graders are proficient in
reading and math, and recovery from pandemic learning loss has been slow.

• Policymakers are focused on early literacy laws and evidence-based reading curricula because
reading scores have been stagnant or declining.

Teacher shortages and turnover

Michigan is experiencing high teacher turnover and growing reliance on underprepared or
uncertified educators. This affects instructional quality and makes it hard for districts to staff certain
subjects and schools.

• A recent report found that over 5% of teachers in Michigan classrooms lack a full teaching
certificate, and additional teachers are still in training while serving as teacher of record.

• Shortages are particularly acute in special education, world languages, arts, and science, and
underserved students are more likely to be taught by inexperienced or under-credentialed
teachers.

Funding, resources, and equity

While Michigan has restructured its school finance system, concerns remain about whether funding
keeps pace with student needs and is distributed equitably. Demographic shifts and increased
student needs have made providing adequate services more expensive.

• Analyses of Michigan’s school finance since the 1990s suggest that funding levels do not fully
reflect higher costs for students in poverty, English learners, or students with disabilities.

• Urban and rural districts, as well as communities with high poverty, often face greater challenges
in attracting staff and providing enrichment, even when per-pupil funding looks similar on
paper.

Continued on page 6…

mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com
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continued from page 5…

Chronic absenteeism and student well-being

Chronic absenteeism has emerged as a major barrier to learning, especially after the COVID-19
pandemic. It not only hurts absent students but can depress overall classroom performance.

• Educators in Michigan report very high rates of students missing 10% or more of school days,
linked to poverty, housing instability, transportation issues, and health or mental health
challenges.

• Chronic absenteeism is a significant factor behind low test scores and slow academic recovery,
including in districts like Detroit and other high-poverty areas.

Policy debates and reforms

• There is ongoing debate about how to fix Michigan’s education system, including accountability,
school choice, and teacher support. Political races at the state level often highlight different
approaches to these problems.

• Proposals include stronger accountability for low-performing schools and leaders, expansion of
school choice, and changes to how teachers are recruited, prepared, and supported.

• State leaders are also revisiting curriculum standards and literacy policies, requiring districts to
use or justify evidence-based reading programs and signaling a shift toward research-backed
instruction.

$$$ PASSIVE FUNDRAISING $$$

Shopping, it’s what we all do well, several times a week.We visit Kroger for food and gasoline and
browse AAUWNN spirit clothing from Big Frog. You can EASILY add to the coffers of AUWNN by
signing up with these two companies. A portion of your purchase will go directly into our account.
You do not have to do a thing but shop! You know how to do that, don’t you??? Sign up now!

KROGER
Sign up for the Kroger Community Rewards Program to help AAUWNN achieve its financial goals! Go
online to https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards. Sign in using your email
address and designate American Association of University Women Northville-Novi as the recipient of
your rewards. If you do not already have a Kroger Plus Card, you will be issued one.

BIG FROG
Sign up from the homepage of our website: https://aauwnn.org/. Scroll down to Spirit Wear and click
to be linked to Big Frog, Novi.

THINKING OF YOU

Maureen Miller on the passing of her 95 year old father on January 7.

Rose Dankis on the recovery of her husband from a hospital stay.

Please take a few minutes to send those in this column a card or a little note. I’m
sure it would mean a lot to them. If you know of one of our members that we should
be thinking of, please send the information at info@aauwnn.org

https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards
https://aauwnn.org/
mailto:info@aauwnn.org
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VP Programs
Mary Ann MacLaren
info@aauwnn.org

INFO ON FUTURE PROGRAMS

February 10 meeting is facilitated by Rhonda York at the Northville Sports Den at 11:30. Autism
discussion. Lunch choices are Quesadilla ($16), Chicken Caesar Wrap ($16), Greek Salad ($13), or the
soup of the day ($7) plus beverage. Tip will be added to your bill.
March 10 meeting is facilitated by Jackie Duggan at the Northville Sports Den at 11:30. Charitable
Gifting Options discussion.

MICHIGAN FASHION DESIGNER SHOWCASE LUNCHEON

Our biennial major fundraising event is Saturday, April 25, 2026, 9:15 a.m.– 1:15 p.m. at the VistaTech
Center, DiPonio Room, Schoolcraft College.
As a member, you can reserve your table of 8 now. Ticket sales open to the public February 8. March
30 is the last day to purchase tickets. The form with detailed information is in this newsletter on the
next page.
Flyers need to be placed anywhere you can. Flyers have been posted in downtown Northville and
Plymouth.
More sponsors and ads are needed. Forms to leave with places you do business can be picked up at
the February member’s meeting or emailed to you by contacting Mary Ann MacLaren or email
info@aauwnn.org

Secretary
Caryn Doepler
caryn@wowway.com

BOARD BRIEFS

Your board met by Zoom on Tuesday, January 27

• Joyce Murdock is our new Treasurer, and Mary Ann MacLaren will take
responsibility for the newsletter.

• Fashion Show planning is in full form, with Karen Z and Mary Ann canvassing
Northville and Plymouth merchants for donations.

• Emily Doubler, membership chair, has updated and printed our "trifold", and it's
ready for distribution. Her committee is looking a t ways to increase AAUWNN
visibility.

• NCCWSL information for 2026 is available, so planning can begin sooner. Ruth
Rickard, chair, would like more members to read applications.

• 14 Novi High School scholarship applications have arrived, and the committee will
begin reading and scoring.

mailto:info@aauwnn.org
mailto:info@aauwnn.org
https://caryn@wowway.com
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Daytime Book Group
Marian Brockie, Contact

On Friday, February 12, 2026 we
will discuss “Brooklyn” by Colm
Toibin. Group discussion. This is
a Zoom meeting from 10:00 -
11:30 A.M.

Also, for more information on
joining this group please contact Marian Brockie
at mbrockie@umich.edu
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Restaurant Rovers
Joyce Murdock, Contact

On February 18 at NOON,
we will dine at Benstein
Grill, 2435 Benstein Road,
Commerce Twp.

If you would like to join this group, please
contact Joyce Murdock at (313) 381-2350 or
jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com

Bridge Group
Marian Brockie, Contact

The Bridge Group WILL NOT
BE MEETING IN FEBRUARY
AND MARCH. Play will
resume in April.

For more information on joining contact
Marian Brockie at mbrockie@umich.edu.

Movie Goers
Rhonda York, Contact

Movie Goers are meeting the first
Tuesday of the month. Rhonda will
send an email to those on the list.

To be added to the list or for information, contact
Rhonda York at rlyork03@gmail.com

Mah Jongg
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

The Mah Jongg group plays Friday
afternoons at members’ homes. The February
schedule is as follows:
Feb. 6 Mary Ann
Feb. 13 Rhonda
Feb. 20 Pat
Feb. 27 Carol

We enthusiastically welcome our recent
new members. Interested in joining us? Contact
Mary Jane Kearns to join us at:
mjkearns1@outlook.com (248) 449-8693

Evening Book Group
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

On Monday, February 23, 2026
at 7:00 P.M. we will discuss
“The Glassmaker” by Tracy
Chevalier. Discussion leader is
Barb. This is a Zoom meeting.

The complete list of books for
2025-2026 can be found on our website by
clicking here or from our home page, click on
About Us, then click on Interest Groups and
Evening Book Club.

New members are always welcome. Please
contact Mary Jane for details at:
mjkearns1@outlook.com

Great Decisions
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact
(Temporary)

The Great Decisions group will
meet on Tuesday, February 17
at 1:30 P.M. This will be a
Zoom meeting.

In February we discuss chapter 2 from the 2026
Great Decisions discussion book. “The End of an
Era: Trumps’s Tariffs in Historical Perspective.”

We encourage new members and guests. For
more information and a ZOOM invitation contact
Mary Jane Kearns at mjkearns1@outlook.com or
(248)449-8693

mailto:mbrockie@umich.edu
https://jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com
mailto:mbrockie@umich.edu
https://rlyork03@gmail.com.
https://mjkearns1@outlook.com
https://aauwnn.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Chart-for-Book-Group-Decisions-2025-26.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.216/l91.265.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Evening-Book-Group-2022-23.pdf
mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com
https://mjkearns1@outlook.com
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Articles for the March, 2026
issue due February 20, 2026 to:

Mary Ann MacLaren
info@aauwnn.org

AAUW Northville-Novi (MI) Calendar of Events
visit the website for more information at

https://aauwnn.org/
BoardMeeting ...…………..…Fourth Tuesday, 6:45 P.M.
BridgeGroup……..……………...Wednesdays, 1:00 P.M.
Day BookGroup… ….….Second Thursday, 10:00A.M.
Evening BookGroup…..……FourthMonday, 7:00 P.M.
Great Decisions……………….Third Tuesday, 1:30 P.M.
Mah Jong…………….…....…….…….Fridays, 1:00 P.M.
Restaurant Rovers………….ThirdWednesday, 6:00P.M.

mailto:info@aauwnn.org
https://aauwnn.org/

