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Schoolcraft College attendees to NCCWSL 2025 (L to R): Heba Ashmawy, Olivia Spradiin,

C H E C K 0 UT Sanika Tailor, Maria del Pilar Estevez, Sinclair Hansen, Caitlin Cherry, and Sara Meeks
Celebrate our investment in Student Leadership Development
OUR WEBSITES:

Wear your alma mater collegiate wear
Tailgate fare: Parmenter’s cider & doughnuts

AAUW Michigan:

. Featuring AAUWNN's 2025 NCCWSL Attendees
https://www.aauwmi.org/

National Conference for College Women Student Leaders

(Details about the conference are on page 3)

AAUW National: 18600 Haggerty Road, Livonia
httDS: / /www.aauw.org / Allegan Drive, easy parking in front, barrier free
Meeting room behind Welcome Desk
connect@aauw.org

Carpool with your friends or contact us at info@aauwnn.org for transportation arrangements .
AAUW Northville-Novi:
https://aauwnn.org/

info@aauwnn.org
AAUW-NN
P.O. Box 511
Northville, MI 48167
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AAUW Mission
The AAUW MISSION is to advance
gender equality for women and girls
through advocacy, education, and
research.

AAUW Diversity Statement
AAUW values and seeks an inclusive
membership, workforce, leadership
teams and board of directors. There
shall be no barriers to full participa-
tion in this organization on the basis
of age, disability, ethnicity, gender,
gender identity, geographical location,
national origin, race, religious beliefs,
sexual orientation, and socioeconomic
basis.

Update is published monthly, August
through June, for the members and
friends of the American Association of
University Women Northville-Novi
(M1)

President’s Message
Karen Zyczynski
zyezynski2002@aol.com

n
\

50th Anniversary Full of Surprises

Our 50th Anniversary Celebration was full of surprises. A week prior to the
celebration I learned that Northville Mayor Brian Turnbull was going to
drop in to congratulate us on our fifty years of service. He surprised us with
a proclamation declaring September 24, 2025, as AAUWNN Day in North-
ville (See page 11). In addition, he brought along Novi Mayor Justin Fisch-
er. Novi Mayor Pro-Tem Laura Casey and Council Member Priya Guru-
murthy joined us for dinner.

That same week, Congresswoman Debbie Dingell’s office let us know she
wanted to drop in to offer her congratulations. She honored us with an entry
into the Congressional Record of the United States 119th Congress (See
page 10) and stayed to make the rounds chatting with members and guests.

Additionally, the day of the event I received a text from the staff writer for
the Novi Note, Charity Meier, indicating she would like to attend and bring
along a photographer for a follow-up article for the Novi Note.

I cannot say enough about the great staff at Genetti’s Hole-in-the Wall. We
dropped off our display materials and flowers the day before and they did
the setup and flower arranging. Dinner was a feast! The cannolis were de-
licious!! Once the evening had concluded they reboxed everything and load-
ed up Carol’s car, she didn’t have to lift a finger.

And then there was your great planning committee. Janice Wargo, Mary
Ann MacLaren, Suzanne Bilek, Mary Jane Kearns, Joyce Murdock, Corinne
Vincent and Carol Murchison and I as Co-Chairs. This was truly a team
effort!

Thank you to those who participated in the program and/or brought an addi-
tional dessert. Enjoy the photos. All in all, it was an extraordinary evening!

Karen

" Karen Zyczynski with Congresswom-
an Debbie Dingell and the Congression-
al Record
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College/University Relations
Ruth Rickard, Chair
rrickard86@yahoo.com

National Conference for College Women Student Leaders

The National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) conference was held May 28-30 at the
University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland. Participants included female college students from all over the
country and Puerto Rico.

The conference featured inspiring keynote speeches from leaders in politics, activism, and business. Their stories and
advice left attendees motivated and empowered to make a difference in their own communities.

Students attended workshops, activities, and breakout sessions to exchange ideas and experiences as well as to learn
from the experienced presenters from many walks of life.

Seven students along with staff member, Rhonda Donovan, from Schoolcraft College attended, thanks to the generous
support of Schoolcraft College President’s office, AAUW Novi/Northville, and AAUW Livonia.

Pictures from the September 50th Anniversary Celebration

s g

Jan Wilhelm, Mary Ann MacLaren, Janet
Beaber, Kay Bartol, Joyce Murdock, Joan
Cotton, Dianne Hartman

Mary Ann Northville Mayor BrianTurnbull,
Maclaren Oakland County Commissioner
Gwen Markham, Novi Mayor Pro-
Tem Laura Casey, Congresswoman
Debbie Dingell.

Mary Jane Kearns, Charlotte Neuhauser,
Ruth Rickard, Dianne McCulloch, Carol

Murchison, Deena Alam-Parks, Jeri Alam, il
Reem Alam Jan and Jerry Wargo, Carol Murchison

N A1
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More Pictures from September 50th Anniversary Celebration

York

Pa Jackson, Karen Swanson, Cynthia
Churches, Gail Chechlowski

Charlotte Neuhauser, Ruth Rlckard
Dianne McCulloch

Carol
Murchison

rrican
siation
of

rersity
men

Mary Jane
Kearns

Northville Mayor Brian Turn-
bull, Karen Zyczynski, Novi
Mayor Justin Fischer

Oakland County Commission-
er Gwen Markham, Novi
Mayor Pro-Tem Laura Casey,
Novi Council Member Priya
Gurumurthry

Judy Poole, Karen Zyczynski, Evelyn
Cadicamo, Mary Jane Kearns, Mary Ann
| | MacLaren, Carol Murcison, Judy Sherman,
g4 | Ruth Rickard, Rhonda York, Jan Wargo,
Dianne McCulloch, Charlotte Neuhauser
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Board Briefs (\—-—'6
\\1 e

e President Karen Zyczynski has appointed Rhonda York to fill the empty Nominat- \§2 \
ing Chair’s seat. ( )
(S

e Feedback was universally positive from those who attended our 50™ Anniversary
celebration.

The board met on September 30.

e Jane Hecker and Harriet Sawyer have sent revised Policies and Procedures to Karen for the review of
the Board. She plans to have those to the Board within the next week.

e Donations to the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan in remembrance of Corinne Vincent
have now reached $3025.

Submitted by Mary Jane Kearns
Acting for Secretary Caryn Doehler

Great Decisions
Mary Jane Kearns Contact
mjkearnsl@outlook.com

Great Decisions Update

The topics for 2026 have now been published, and they look to be excellent. You can have a look at them at
https://fpa.org/great-decisions-2026-topic-announcement/ Books will be available later in the year and will
be $40. This is the perfect time to think about joining us for the new year beginning in January. You can go
ahead and order your own book, or I can order it for you.

$$5 PASSIVE FUNDRAISING $5$%

Shopping, it’s what we all do well, several times a week. We visit Kroger for food and gasoline and browse
AAUWNN spirit clothing from Big Frog. You can EASILY add to the coffers of AUWNN by signing up
with these two companies. A portion of your purchase will go directly into our account. You do not have to
do a thing but shop! You know how to do that, don’t you??? Sign up now!

KROGER

Sign up for the Kroger Community Rewards Program to help AAUWNN achieve its financial goals! Go
online to https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards. Sign in using your email address
and designate American Association of University Women Northville/Novi as the recipient of your rewards.
If you do not already have a Kroger Plus Card, you will be issued one.

BIG FROG
Sign up from the homepage of our website: https://aauwnn.org/ . Scroll down to Spirit Wear and click to be
linked to Big Frog, Novi.
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Public Policy
Mary Jane Kearns, Chair
mjkearns l(@outlook.com

Public Policy
News You Can Use

This newly released set of Principles and Priorities reflects the times we are in. Please keep a copy close so
you have the facts when recruiting members or for general conversation. Our work continues to be most
important.

AAUW Public Policy Principles & Priorities 2025-2027
Adopted May 2025
AAUW’s Public Policy Principles

AAUW’s mission is to advance gender equity through research, education, and advocacy is grounded in
these bold principles:

AAUW opposes all forms of discrimination on the basis of age, disability, race, ethnicity, sex, gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity, geographic location, national origin, religious beliefs, pregnancy or pa-
rental status, or socioeconomic status, and supports constitutional protection for the civil rights of all indi-
viduals.

We Stand for Education

e Higher Education: Support affordable, inclusive higher education that yields high-quality credentials
or degrees; reduces barriers to completion; and address the student debt burden, especially for women
and borrowers of color.

e Public Education: Invest in strong public K-12 systems and oppose the use of public funds for non-
public schools.

e Inclusive Curriculum: Ensure that curricula are accurate, science based, and free from censorship or
bias.

e STEM opportunities: Close the gender gap in STEM and expand access to vocational and technical
training.

o Strengthened Civil Rights Protections: Support safe, harassment-free learning environments by
strengthening and enforcing protections to prohibit discrimination based on sex, race, and disability.

We Stand for Economic Security

e Pay Equity: Ensure equal pay for work of equal value through salary transparency, fair wage laws, and
anti-discrimination enforcement.

e Support for Caregivers: Expand access to paid sick and family leave, and affordable child and elder
care.

e Retirement Security: Protect and strengthen Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.
¢ Reproductive Freedom: Ensure access to contraception and abortion care.

We Stand for Social Justice and Civil Rights
(Continued on page 7)
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Public Policy (Continued from page 6)

e Constitutional Rights: Vigorously enforce civil rights, including recognition and publication of the
Equal Rights Amendment, and improve disaggregated data collection.

e Expanding Voting Rights: Promote equitable political participation and ensure all Americans have full
access and the right to vote.

e Freedom from Harassment and Violence: Guarantee protections from harassment and gender-based
violence, and support efforts to combat human trafficking and reauthorize the Violence Against Women
act.

e International & Civil Rights: Support U.S. advancement toward gender equity in education and the
economy through the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and ratification of CEDAW.

AAUW?’s 2025-27 Federal Action Priorities

To support equitable access to higher education-and to reduce the barriers that hinder women’s advance-
ment, especially women of color-AAUW advocates for:

¢ Reinstating Title IX rules that strengthen and clarify protections for student survivors of sexual harass-
ment and assault, ensure accommodations for pregnant and parenting students, and affirm protections
based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

e Defending inclusive education from attacks on diversity, equality, and inclusion.

¢ Reducing barriers to postsecondary success, including increased financial support and manageable
student debt.

e Addressing non-tuition barriers such as paid leave, childcare, and access to contraception, and abor-
tion care.

Thinking of You

Darlene Ursel is in hospice care in Addington Place but cards can be sent to
her in care of her daughter.
The address is:

Darlene Ursel

c/o Beth Huttson

42239 Ludlow Court

Northville, MI 48168
Beth said we could also visit her mother. Mid morning or mid afternoon
would probably be the best times.

Julie Collins tripped and fell last Wednesday and broke her knee. She had
surgery, but will be laid up for some time. It’s her right knee so she can’t
drive.
Her address is:

Julie Collins

898 Yorktown Ct.

Northville, MI 48167

If you know of one of our members that we should be thinking of, please send me the information at
1jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com.
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the AAUWNN REVIEW

Special Edition IV

October 1, 2025

20 YEARS AGO IN 2005

AAUWNN in 2005

As we approached our 30th birth-
day, Jane Connor Hale was our fifteenth
president, assuming the office in 2024. She
was followed by Joan Cotton in 2005 and
Joyce Murdock in 2006 and then Joan and
Joyce became co-presidents for
2007-2008.

During those years we were intro-
duced to the Kids 4 Afghan Kids school
program in Afghanistan by Khris Nedam.
Khris was the founder and U.S. Director for
this multi-ethnic and humanitarian non-
profit school that we helped support.

Locally we learned about School-

craft College Empowering Women Program.

In May 2005 we donated $1500 to both
Schoolcraft and Oakland Community Col-
lege to help women achieve their education
goals.

At the same time AAUW National
released their study that showed women
earned 80 cents for every dollar a man
earned one year after college graduation.
Ten years after college it was 69 cents.

What Things Cost

Average Home $297,000
Gallon of Gas $2.22
Loaf of Bread $1.58
Gallon of Milk $3.31
One Dozen Eggs $1.22
Postage Stamp $0.37

Average Annual Income $53,627

On the National Scene

In Government
President - George W. Bush
Vice-President - Dick Cheney
Sixty-three women in the U.S. House
Fourteen women in the U.S. Senate

Fashion Trends

U.S. Population 295,500,000
Unemployment Rate 51%
Women in Workforce 63%
Entertainment News

Movies TV Shows
Brokeback Mountain American Idol
Capote Csli
Star Wars:Episode Il  Desperate Housewives
Harry Potter Grey’s Anatomy
Walk the Line House

In Sports Masé

NBA Championship - San Antonio

Skinny Jeans
Cargo Pants
Uggs
Velour Tracksuit
Oversized Sunglasses
Hoop Earrings

Baseball World Series - Chicago White Sox
NFL Champions - New England

Stanley Cup - 2005 Cancelled/Labor Issues

We Belong Togetther
That's What I love
Abowut /2///114(1//1/ :
,X()'I» ./%_Zzaa ('/01// :
Hollaback Girl
Jince U Beern Gore:
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Daytime Book Group e BENEBlT
CNRIS'L‘:;S:':‘U I.A’«f "

“FIRST.
LADIES

Marian Brockie, Contact

The Daytime Book Group will
meet October 9 to discuss The
First Ladies by Marie Benedict
and Victoria Christopher Murray.
All of the meetings will be on
zoom. It will be a group lead.

For more information on joining this group please
contact Marian Brockie at mbrockie@umich.edu.

Evening Book Group
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

The Evening Book Group will again  [f)
meet in person in October on the A
fourth Monday of the month at 7
p.m. On October 27 we will meet in
person at Jane Spence’s home, where
we will discuss The Confidante by
Christopher C. Gorham. Jane will lead our discus-
sion. A complete list of what we will be reading is
published on our web site https://aauwnn.org/

Members will receive an automatic reminder for a
Zoom meeting in October. Please ignore this and
Z0OOM meetings will resume in November. To
avoid confusion, please make note of this.

Interested in joining? We’d love to have you. Con-
tact Mary Jane at mjkearns1@outlook.com or (248)
449-8693

Mah Jongg
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

The Mah Jongg group plays Friday afternoons at
members’ homes. The October schedule follows:
October 3 Susan (*We will keep

score this week)
October 10 Rhonda
October 17 Pat
October 24 Jan
October 31 Mary Jane

We enthusiastically welcome
our recent new members. In-
terested in joining us? Contact
Mary Jane Kearns to join us.
mjkearns1@outlook.com (248)
449-8693.

=)

Bridge Group
Marian Brockie, Contact

The Bridge Group currently is gl
meeting at Laurel Park Food f
Court area every Wednesday at 1 s
p.m. For more information on
joining contact Marian Brockie at
mbrockie@umich.edu.

Restaurant Rovers
Joyce Murdock, Contact

The Restaurant Rovers
will dine at Mitchell’s
Fish Market, 17600
Haggerty, Livonia at 6
p.m. on October 15.

If you would like to join this group, please contact
Joyce Murdock at (313) 381-2350 or
jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com.

Movie Goers
Rhonda York, Contact

Movie Goers are now meeting
the first Tuesday of the month.
Rhonda will send an email to
those on the list.

To be added to the list or for
information, contact Rhonda
York at rlyorkO3@gmail.com.

Great Decisions
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact (Temporary)

We meet via ZOOM on
the third Tuesday of the | =
month at 1:30 pm. On L&
October 21, we will be 4
discussing Chapter 8 in
the 2025 Great Deci-
sions Handbook: Amer-
ican Policy in the Mid-
dle East: Taking Stock and Looking Ahead.

—
B

We encourage new members and guests. For more
information and a ZOOM invitation contact Mary
Jane Kearns at mjkearns1@outlook.com or (248)
449-8693.
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Congressional Record

$ AND DEBATES OF THE 1 19”’ CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

PROCEIDING

House of Representatives

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL
September 24, 2025

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 50™ ANNIVERSARY

OF THE NORTHVILLE-NOVI AAUW
7e the American Association of University Women
{ its founding. The effocts its members have made
and girks are woethy of commendation.

MRS, DINGELL: Mister Speaker, | rise today 10 recogni
Nochville-Novi (AAUWNN) oa the SOth saniversary O
10 advocate for educaticoaal equity and CRPOWET Women

The Northville-Novi Beanch of the AAUW wias established In 1975 10 support the education and

oqual rights of women and girls in the area For the first year, AAUWNN uscd the Northville High S¢hool
cafeteria to host its mestings of about 65 members. Now, with over 100 members, ANUWNN is responsible
foe seversl commusity projects and programs ecluding coliege scholarship funds and a carcer path day
where middle school girls can beamn abost different carcer paths a0d hear from women business owners.

In additson. AAUWNN coaducted a research project revealing a lack of books about women in the
Northville 28d Novi school Bbearies. Due in 80 small part 1o AAUWNN's advocacy, the Noethville and
Novi libearics adopted the theme “Remember the Ladies.”™ With funding from AAUWN, books about
wosmen's history have been added 10 the Nortwille and Nowi librarics, expanding the opportunity for
worsen and girks in the arca 1o read books about women”s rights The program bas since expanded to the
classroom where AAUWNN memsbers read books from the “Remember the Ladies™ collection 10 students
in Notthvilie 2ad Novi schools during Women's History Month asd National Reading Month, For their
hu:d work and dedication, AAUWNN received the 215t Centary Bridge Award from AAUW Michigan foe

Project.

The Smh.sllkNow Beanch of the AAUW has peroodly defended the oducation and rights of
women and g;r:: ina ;:;xn of ways. From hosting conferences cenlered around women's issucs %0
partnering with kocal Noethville-Novi organizations, the member's commitment 10 expanding opportuanitl
for womes and girls is evident and admirable o i = g

Mister Speaker, | ask my colleagues to jodn me 1oday in celebrating all
: fer : \ of the progress
Noc.thnlk-.\ow AAUW has made over the fast 50 years. Because of lhcirgcﬂ'oﬂg thc‘::)tld ut:‘:rmu:
equitable place for )msmnMumm. We thank them for all of their hard work, and we are excited to
sce the progress that is made over the next 50 years! -

10
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Mayoral Proclamation
~ City of Northville ~
50" Anniversary
of the
Northwile /Novi Chapter of
AmericarAssociation of University Womenv

WHEREAS, The future of our nation’s productivity and competitiveness in the
global workplace depends on the success of AAUW members; and

WHEREAS, The American Association of University Women offers opportunitics
for women, and influences public debate on critical social issues such
as education, civil rights, and historically workplace equity: and

The AAUW promotes excellence in academia for women through the
improvement of schools, communities, and fields of work for the
benefit of all; and

The American Association of University Women is one of the oldest
existing organizations dedicated to promoting education and equity
for women; and

WHEREAS, The AAUW local chapter is celebrating their S0 anniversary as part
of the 143-year legacy of the organization in this country; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that as Mayor of the City of Northville,
in concurrence with the Governor of the State of Michigan, | do
hereby proclaim September 24, 2025 in the City of Northville, our
“Hamlet in the Hills" or “Switzerland of Wayne County™, as
American Association of University Women Day in recognition of
the 50® anniversary of cur Northville/Novi Bran

Proclaimed this 24* day of September, 2025 é
Brian P. Tumbull
Mayor, City of Northville
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"‘Lunch and Mah Jongg” (American) A AU\"}

What: AAUW-NN Fundraiser e e s
When: Friday, November 7, 2025 11:45 am-5:00 pm
Where: Fins Kitchen and Bar, Detroit Marriott Livonia
17100 Laurel Park North, Livonia, MI 48152
(East of I-275 off Six Mile Rd; Parking in front of hotel at Lobby Entrance)
A great lunch! Play Mah Jongg!
Door Prizes for getting Mah Jongg on certain hands! Special treats/

Support scholarships and local programs for women and girls
11:45 am-12:00 pm  Check-in, table assignment, etc.
12:00-1:00 pm Lunch - Tomato Bisque Cup, Salad Bar, Rolls, Beverages
1:00-4:30 pm  Three 65 minute rounds; two 10 minute breaks
4:30-5:00pm  Prizes awarded; Wrap-up

** We will use the same modified scoring and we will use the 2025 card!
**We will not be arranging any tables of 3! Prizes awarded for top 3 scores.

How: $43 ($20 is tax deductible) Register below:

Deadline to register is Monday, November 3, 2025

Name

Address

Phone Email
**Return form with your check payable to AAUW-NN:
AAUW-NN c/o Janice Wargo
P.O. Box 511, Northville, MI 48167 (or in person!)
For more information contact: info@aauwnn.org 734-306-3991
Sponsored by American Association of University Women Northville-Novi Branch !
www.aauwnn.org Look on the home page or under Community Events '

Hope to see you November 7, 2025/
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AAUTY

American Association of University Women - Dearborn
Est. 1933

72nd Annual

USED BOOK SALE

October 3-5, 2025

Supporting Literacy ~ Local Educational Programs ~ Leadership

Friday, Oct. 3 Saturday, Oct. 4 Sunday, Oct. 5
9am-11am Half-Off Saturday $8 Bag Day
Early Entry $15 All Books are 2 off 2 bags for $15
11am-8pm 9am-5:30pm 9am-3pm
Free Admission Free Admission Free Admission
Located at:

THE DEARBORN ICE SKATING CENTER (DISC)
14900 Ford Rd, Dearborn, Ml 48126
Second floor

* Including: Vintage/collectible books, history,
childrens, vinyl records and many more
categories!

* AAUW Empowering Women Merchandise

* Book Art Crafts

Cash and credit cards accepted Website: https://dearborn-mi.aauw.net

Email: booksale.aauw.dbn@agmail.com

AAUW-Dearborn is a 501(c)(3) public charity.

13
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MICHIGAN FASHION DESIGNER SHOWCASE LUNCHEON 2024 SPONSORS
PLEASE FREQUENT THEIR BUSINESSES

ﬂ‘ M

)

734.420.2326

42801 SCHOOLCRAFT RO, » PLYMOUTH MI 4870
‘waw plymesithdsntal com

Rick Williams

YOUR FAMILY DIAMOND STORE
SINCE 1933

BEARER LAW

TANOURY
NAUTS
MCKINNEY &
DWAIHY PLLC

RS

the nelghborhood

COMMERCIAL
INSURANCE

Ann ena

Since 1939

HAG@®PIAN

WORLD OF RUGS * CLEANING SERVICES

EASTYROOKE

STUDIO

New VehicleSales Consultant

Direct:  (734) 524-2713
Mobile: (248) 719-3804
5 Email:  rwilliams@billbrownford.com

billbrownford.com+32222Plymouth Rd., Livonia, Ml

<

Caswell

Window and Door

)

Wellness First

HEGIRA HEALTH, INC.-]

A COLLECTION

l a OF BEAUTY PROFESSIONALS
ward Jones h il
Ed - northville
. physicol rehobilitation Bella Hall, Realtor® =7~
Retired? Let us hel P MacLaren SewingCreations Home Sagiog Spect
with your income needs. il o sl vped! GEM
2 % and custom fitted to you —rst——
Jackie Duggan, CFP", CRPS’
Financial Advisor 2
34441 8 Mde Rd Sulte 108 - ﬁi‘g,wﬂ;":“[ Plymouth 670 Griswold
Livonia. M 48152 Y 734-306-3991 call st Horhuitle, Ml
248-426-0279 www.bella-hall.com
= [E bella@ gem-realty.com
MKT-S540-A ALCSPAD edwardjones.com
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AAUTY

empowering women since 1881
American Association of University Women Northville-Novi
A non-profit 501(c)(3)

AAUW Northville-Novi (MI) Calendar of Events
visit the website for more information at

Articles for the November 2025 issue
https://aauwnn.org/

due October 20 to:

Mary Ann MacLaren Board Meeting ..................... Fourth Tuesday, 6:45 p.m.
info@aauwnn.org Bridge Group..........c.covvvininiinnnn, Wednesdays, 1 p.m.

Day Book Group................... Second Thursday, 10 a.m.

Evening Book Group.......... ....... Fourth Monday, 7 p.m.

Great Decisions ..................... Third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m.

Mah Jongg........ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiian Fridays, 1 p.m.

Restaurant Rovers................... Third Wednesday, 6 p.m.
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