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It Suits You to a “Tea!”
AAUW Northville/Novi Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 10, 2022 5:45-8:15 pm
BRAVO! 17700 Haggerty Road, Livonia

Program
5:45-6:10 Happy Hour with Cash bar

6:15 Dinner Served

Presentation of Scholarship Winners
Alyssa Budwig Julia Tauro
Helena Stinson Michelle Wu
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Presentation, Election and Installation of New Officers
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AAUW Mission
The AAUW MISSION is to advance
genderequality forwomenandgirls
throughadvocacy,education,and
research.

AAUWDiversity Statement
AAUW values and seeks an
inclusive
membership,workforce, leadership
teamsandboardofdirectors.There
shallbenobarriers to fullparticipa-
tioninthisorganizationonthebasis
of age,disability, ethnicity, gender,
gender identity,geographical
location,national origin, race,
religiousbeliefs, sexualorientation,
andsocioeconomicbasis.
Update ispublishedmonthly,August
throughMay,forthemembersand
friendsof theAmericanAssociation
ofUniversityWomenNorthville-Novi
(MI)

As always there’s a lot going on this time of year. I imagine like all of you
I’m hoping we have had the last snow for this spring and we will soon be
able to get out there with planting vegetables and annuals, setting out
patio furniture, and being outside! Just a few kudos and reminders for
this writing:
• Barrels of thanks to the Michigan Fashion Designer Showcase
Luncheon Chair and committee members, those who spread the word,
those who could attend, and all of us who will use these profits and
memories to help us drive forward ever more opportunities for women
and girls in our communities. Details forthcoming.Watch our website for
photos! We also had great coverage from our Hour magazine contact,
which I’m hoping will be part of their next issue!
• Don’t forget to vote on the current proposed by-laws changes and
Board of Directors nominees from AAUW (national). You have an email
message and link to complete your vote.
• This is dues renewal time. Our renewal process for our branch, state, and
national are all done through the national website. Please refer to the
Membership section for further details.
• Don’t miss our Annual Meeting at Bravo! on May 10, 2022. Our night
to enjoy each other, celebrate the year, meet and listen to our scholarship
winners, enjoy a fine dinner, and learn more about our Funds Named
Honoree for this year. I hope to see you there!
• I have an update to our participation in this year’s AAUWMI
Convention April 29-30 in Midland. Our voting delegates were myself,
Andrea Cortelyou, Mary Jane Kearns, and Corinne Vincent. Karen Zyczynski
will attend as a state board officer and vote in that role. Special thanks to
Carol Murchison for helping me with the display board on our “50 year
Golden Award” members, which we will set up Friday night.
• Thanks to Diana Chirillo for serving as our secretary pro-tem for the
past few months!
• I’m in the process of sending the documentation thanking AAUWMI for
our $75 grant, which we used towards our upgraded and renewed ZOOM
subscription for 2021-2022.We renewed in July, 2021.
• Last summer we were able to put together once each month some
“field trips.” I hope we can do that again to keep in touch. On Thursdays
there is a free bus to the DIA. I’d love to visit the Parade Museum. Just
lunch nearby! Or one member has an idea for a “Girls Just Wanna Have
Fun” overnight! Mmm. Lots going on! Maybe I’ll be looking for something
to organize this summer! Maybe you’d like to help? Take care all . . . . . see
you soon!
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The Nominating Committee is pleased to announce
the Nominees for the 2022-2024 term

President: Jane Hecker
VP Membership: Karen Zyczynski

Both have graciously agreed to serve for another term
Nomination Committee: Deena Alam-Parks

The Secretary position remains unfilled. We will continue our search.

If you would are interested in the Secretary position and would like more information, please
contact Patty Domin, Karen Zyczynski or Pat Noworyta

Thank you for your continued support.
2021-2022 Nominating Committee

Biographies of Nominees are Below and on the Next Page

JANE HECKER – President (2 year term)

I have been a member of AAUW Northville-Novi since 2010. I had married my husband, Mike in
2009, and we had just moved to Northville. I am a retired K-5 Principal from Plymouth-Canton. I
quickly embraced the AAUW mission. I was still an adjunct professor for MSU, but quickly got
involved with the Home Tour as Head Hostess Co-Chair (and then Chair) and later as Home Tour
Chair for five years. Most of you know me as Initiatives Chair, a Chair position I held for 5-6 years -
the "gal with the clipboards always looking for volunteers.” At this time it remains open, but as
COVID restrictions end, we will need a Chair.

I'm also a mother of two, stepmother of one, grandmother of five, and friend of many. My
undergraduate degree is vocal music education and I have been a soloist and performed with
choral groups all my life - most recently the UMS Choral Union in Ann Arbor and the Beckridge
Cherry Hill Singers presently. It is hard to capture your life in one paragraph, but I hope you have a
small picture of my background, and me as a person.

As I said two years ago and will say again,“as a leader, I like partnering, working together, nurturing
and supporting others so we can TOGETHER make some great things happen with opportunities
for women and girls.Thank you for the opportunity to continue to serve as your President and I will
continue to promote "This is Us - Making a Difference”.
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Karen Zyczynski - VP Membership (2 year term)

In 1964 I began my teaching career as an early childhood educator and went on to work thirty-
five years for Livonia Public Schools, taking off a few years in the 1970s to have my children. In
addition, I spent five years in the 1970s working part time at Schoolcraft College.

Growing up in a union family, I became interested in becoming more involved in union activities
in my school district and at the State and National level. I became a member of the bargaining
team, attended NEA Conferences all over the country and in 1996 became president of my local
union, the Livonia Education Association. I served in that position for eight years and retired in
2004. Today I serve as President of Wayne County MEA-Retired, my commitment to public
education continues.

As I was trying to figure out what I wanted to do for the rest of my life, I ran into Harriet Sawyer
as she was working a booth for AAUWNN, trying to sign on new members. I became one of her
recruits in 2004 and haven’t stopped since.

Over the years I worked with Remember the Ladies, Chaired Financial Development for several
years, Chaired the Home Tour and the Michigan Designers Showcase Luncheon and for the last
five years Chaired Public Policy while continuing to serve on Financial Development. About a
year ago I was appointed Public Policy Director for AAUW Michigan.

The best part of belonging to AAUWNN has been the opportunity to meet and get to know so
many energetic, dedicated and committed women who work to promote education opportunities
and equity for all women. I would be happy to continue working for AAUWNN as Membership
Chair. Your continued support is very much appreciated.

Deena Alam-Parks - Nomination Committee (3 year term)

Deena Alam-Parks has over 30 years of experience teaching math and science in Michigan Public
Schools. She retired from full-time teaching in 2020. She currently works as a substitute teacher
and tutor and is employed by Michigan Virtual.

She is the daughter of long-time AAUW member Jeri Alam. She has been married for 31 years to
her partner Brad who continues to work for Ford Motor Company from his basement office.Deena
has a daughter finishing her engineering degree at WSU and a son who is a senior in high school.

She loves traveling, reading, doing puzzles,DIY home projects, and collecting fossils on the beach.
Mrs. Parks is also "mom" to 2 dogs and 3 cats.
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VicePresidentMembership/Diversity
KarenZyczynski
zyczynski2002@aol.com

DUES Renewal Time – Important Changes

Dues renewal is now underway. Since renewing online is considered the preferred method, I just
renewed my dues for 2022-23 by going online to www.aauw.org. You should have received an email
on April 29 for renewal from national. They have made some changes to the process as part of
revising and upgrading their website. Once you are on the website click on Membership near the
right hand corner. On the Membership page click on ‘log in’ in the upper right corner. You will then
have to enter your email address and click on ‘forgot my password’. You will be sent an email
message on how to proceed. Just follow the instructions. It takes a few minutes but supposedly
makes it easier in the long run. You will also be able to update your information.

If you prefer to pay by check, please make your check payable to “AAUWNN” in the amount of $89
and mail to: AAUW-NN, PO Box 511, Northville, MI 48167. Joyce will then deposit the check in our
branch checking account and pay your dues to National and State via our debit card. We have
included a form in this newsletter (Page 10) for your convenience. Just fill out your name and any
changes, no need to fill out the entire form.

Bylaws, Policies and Procedures
Jan Wilhelm
janwilhelm@501@gmail.com

AAUW NATIONAL BYLAW AMENDMENTS PROPOSED IN 2022

Two AAUW National Bylaw Amendments Proposed in 2022 Voting continues until May 16, 5PM ET.
Cast you ballot by logging in to www.aauw.org. You will need your Membership number and Voting
I.D. which was emailed to you on April 6, 2022.

AAUW OF MICHIGAN
The state did not include the latest versions of the Resolutions and Bylaws Committee Reports in the
first release of the AAUW of Michigan Annual Report, so AAUW-MI reissued the report with corrections.
They apologize for the confusion.

Below is the link to the reissued report. Please review Resolutions, pages 40-41 and Bylaws, page 42
for the most current information.

Download the Annual Report Download the Annual Report

MAH JONGG SPRING TOURNAMENT
Time to announce our Spring Tournament scheduled for Friday, May 13, 2022 at Fins Kitchen and Bar
located in the Detroit Mariott at Laurel Park Place from Noon – 5pm.We begin with lunch followed
by play. Mark your calendars!! Registration form can be found on page 14.

mailto:zyczynski2002@aol.com
https://www.aauw.org
mailto:janwilhelm@501@gmail.com
https://www.aauw.org
https://www.aauwmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AAUWMI-Annual-Report-2022-rev.pdf
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Public Policy
Mary Jane Kearns
mjkearns1@outlook.com

PUBLIC POLICY MATTERS -More About Petition Drives in Michigan

At the most recent monthly Zoom meeting chaired by AAUW MI Government Relations Coordinator,
Mary Pollock, attendees were treated to presentations by key people in the movements supporting
the petitions listed below.We were strongly urged to not only sign the petitions, but to get copies
and gather signatures to support them, even if it is within our small circle of friends and family.

AAUWMI Supports – How to Get Involved

Michigan Minimum Wage Increase to $15 – raise the minimum wage to $15/hour by 2027, including
tipped workers. Chantel Watkins, an organizer for One Fair Wage Michigan made an impassioned
plea for assistance with their petition. That can be found at http://raisethewagemi.org/. Did you
know that over 70% of tipped workers are women? This action includes a cost-of-living component.

Promote the Vote 2022– proposal would insert language in the State Constitution that would create
a right to vote without intimidation or harassment; allow absentee ballots from military and
overseas voters to be counted six days after election if they are postmarked by Election Day; require
proof of identity to vote, but a signature would be sufficient for absentee voters. Kim Murphy-
Kovalick told us that Promote the Vote 2022 is a coalition of organizations and individuals
committed to ensuring Michigan has a voting system that works for all of us. Get the petition at
https://promotethevote2022.com/.

Reproductive Freedom for All –would create a right protecting all aspects of reproduction including
abortion but allow the state to regulate, including banning abortion after fetal viability except if
necessary to protect the life or health of the pregnant woman, the Roe v.Wade standard. Jessica
Ayoub spoke eloquently about this topic, where we are leading the way to have this enshrined in the
Michigan state constitution. 425,059 signatures are required for this to be put on the ballot. There
are 2.2 million women of childbearing age in this state of a population of 10 million. Their petition
can be found at www.mobiliz.us/mirepructivefreedom/event/449626. A list of partners is also
available on the site.

AND NATIONALLY… Support the Raise the Wage Act

Raising the minimum wage is an important part of ensuring women's economic security and that of
their families.Women make up nearly two-thirds of minimum-wage workers nationwide, and women
of color are over-represented among essential workers who are on the front lines in the fight
against COVID-19. Thus, they are particularly harmed by the $7.25 federal minimum wage that has
not gone up in more than a decade and by the $2.13 tipped minimum cash wage that has been
frozen for an astonishing 28 years. Raising these low minimum wages would also help to shrink the
persistent gender pay gap. The Raise the Wage Act (H.R 603/S. 53) would gradually increase the
federal minimum wage from $7.25 to $15 per hour by 2025, then index the minimum wage so that
it continues to rise along with wages overall. It will also end unfair exclusions for tipped workers,
people with disabilities, and youth so that they, too, can benefit from a decent minimum wage.

Continued on page 7

mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com
http://raisethewagemi.org/
https://promotethevote2022.com/
https://www.mobiliz.us/mirepructivefreedom/event/449626
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Public Policy continued from page 6

Voters have made it clear they support increasing the minimum wage, with 29 states and
Washington, D.C. enacting measures to raise their state's minimum wage above the federal level.
But this patchwork of laws doesn't ensure that every worker can make a fair wage.We need federal
action now.

The country supports higher wages— it's time for Congress to act. Fill out the form at https://
secure.everyaction.com/_iQpOw9FsUmuOgvfC4fo9Q2 to urge your members of Congress to fight
for working women by supporting the Raise the Wage Act!

High School Scholarships
Caryn Doehler
caryn@wowway.com

SCHOLARSHIPS

Congratulations to 4 remarkable women who have outstanding leadership, volunteer activities,
many interests, strong recommendations, not to mention amazing academics.

From Northville High School:

Alyssa Budweg has interests in robotics, figure skating, tap dancing, science and math. She has
been accepted at University of Michigan and is awaiting a decision from Cornell and Columbia.
She plans to study chemical or biomedical engineering.

Helena Stinson has interests in sports, mentoring and forensics. She plans to attend Michigan
State or Embry-Riddle Aeronautical. Study goals include a BS in Aeronautical Engineering
followed by enlisting in the Air Force as an officer pilot or engineer in aviation.

From Novi High School:
Michelle Wu has interests in violin, STEM, and volunteers in a domestic violence program. She
plans to attend University of Detroit Mercy, where she has a direct admit into the Physician's
Assistant Program. She would like to specialize in psychiatry or internal medicine.

Julia Tauro excels with her violin and participates in several school, community, and youth
orchestras. With her family, she volunteers at soup kitchens. Accepted at MSU and Purdue, she
plans to enroll in computer science at the College of Engineering in the University of Michigan.

Thank you to the very dedicated scholarship committee: Susan Beresh, Evelyn Cadicamo, Rhonda
York, Pat Metz, Pat Noworyta, Carol Murchison

MICHIGAN FASHION DESIGNER SHOWCASE LUNCHEON 2022
‘Peek At the Unique’

Our “Peek at the Unique” held on April 2, 2022 was very successful.
Photos of the fashion designs, accessory designs, Mistress of Ceremonies and

the crowd are posted on our website. You will be directed to the photos from the
home page.

Be sure to support our sponsors. Their logos are on page 15 in this newsletter and can be
found on our website.

https://secure.everyaction.com/_iQpOw9FsUmuOgvfC4fo9Q2
https://secure.everyaction.com/_iQpOw9FsUmuOgvfC4fo9Q2
mailto:caryn@wowway.com
https://aauwnn.org/
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$$$ PASSIVE FUNDRAISING $$$
Shopping, it’s what we all do well, several times a week.We visit Kroger for food and gasoline,
browse the treasures of Amazon in our pajamas, and purchase AAUWNN spirit clothing from Big
Frog. You can EASILY add to the coffers of AAUWNN by signing up with these three companies. A
portion of your purchase will go directly into our account. You do not have to do a thing but shop!
You know how to do that, don’t you??? Sign up now!

KROGER
Sign up for the Kroger Community Rewards Program to help AAUWNN achieve its
financial goals! Go online to https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards. Sign in
using your email address and designate American Association of University Women Northville/
Novi as the recipient of your rewards. If you do not already have a Kroger Plus Card, you will be
issued one.

AMAZON
Sign up to help AAUWNN in this silent fundraiser. Attach AAUWNN to your
Amazon purchases by following the link on our website.You must search for our
name exactly as shown below:
American Assoc of University Women Northville Novi Branch Inc

BIG FROG
Sign up from the homepage of our website: https://aauwnn.org. Scroll down to Spirit Wear and click
to be linked to Big Frog, Novi.

OUR 50 YEAR MEMBERS

AAUW Northville-Novi 50 year members were honored
at the state convention April 29-30.

Top row, left to right: Darlene Ursel, Harriet Sawyer and
Joan Barber

Bottom row, left to right: Karel Whitaker, Nanci Olgren,
Vickie Dickieson

Congratulations on 50 years!



Daytime Book Group
Marian Brockie, Contact

The morning book club will
meet on Friday, May 13 at
10:00 A.M. at the Carlo Room
in the Northville Library.

We will be selecting our book choices for our
next sessions.

For more information on joining this group
please contact Marian Brockie at
mbrockie@umich.edu.
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Restaurant Rovers
Joyce Murdock, Contact

We are gathering Wednesday,
May 25, 2022
at 6 P.M. at BJ Brewhouse
(Just South of Bahama Breeze)
19470 Haggerty Road, Livonia (East side of
Haggerty is Livonia) (734) 357-8530

If you plan on joining us, please contact Joyce at
jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com or at (313)
381-2350 by 6 p.m. on Monday, May 14.

For additional details contact Joyce Murcock.

Bridge Group
Marian Brockie, Contact

The Bridge Group currently
is meeting at Laurel Park
Food Court area every
Wednesday at 1:00 P.M.

For more information on joining contact
Marian Brockie at mbrockie@umich.edu.

Movie Goers
Rhonda York, Contact

Movie Goers are not meeting at
this time.
For information contact Rhonda York at
rlyork03@gmail.com.

Mah Jongg
Jane Hecker, Contact

The group meets every Friday
1:00—4:00 P.M. in a player’s home.
To join the group please contact Jane Hecker at
jhecker101@gmail.com

Evening Book Group
Mary Jane Kearns, Contact

On Monday, May 23rd at 6:00 P.M. we will meet
for a potluck dinner at Rhonda’s. Following that,
we will be discussing and deciding on our
selections for 2022-23.

Please send your suggestions for next year and
RSVP by May 9 Mary Jane. Of course, this
meeting will depend on the Covid situation. If
we are unable to meet in person, we will have a
Zoom meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Also, please let us all know what food you plan
to bring. Please join us if you plan to be part of
this group in 2022-23. RSVP to Mary Jane at
mjkearns1@outlook.com.

New members are always
welcome.

Great Decisions
Jean Hansen, Contact

Our May meeting will be held on
May 17 at 1:30 pm. Once again, it
will be a Zoom meeting.

The topic for discussion is Outer Space Policy”
from the Great Decisions briefing book. Jane
Domzalski is our discussion leader.

We continue to encourage guests as well as
new members. For more information or a Zoom
invite contact Jean Hansen at
jhansen_48167@yahoo.com.

mailto:mbrockie@umich.edu
mailto:jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com
mailto:mbrockie@umich.edu
mailto:rlyork03@gmail.com
mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com
mailto:jhansen_48167@yahoo.com.
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American Association of University Women Northville – Novi – a 501 (c) (3) 

An Affiliate of national AAUW, one of many local groups across the nation. 
We are an association of dynamic local women committed to our Community with Action. 

AAUW-NN works to break education and economic barriers so that women and girls have fair and 
equal opportunity, while taking time to network and enjoy personal enrichment. 
                        MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2022-23 

 
PERSONAL INFORMATION  
 
Name_______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address_______________________________________City/State/zip__________________________  
 
Phone (c) ____________________(h)___________________Email_____________________________ 
 
Provide graduate associate or equivalent, baccalaureate or higher degree from a qualified  
educational institution: 
College/University/Equivalent _________________________State________Highest Degree______ 
 
College/University/Equivalent__________________________State________Highest Degree______  
 
Grad Year/s_______________Major/s____________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth (optional) _____________ 
 
Ethnicity (optional):   Hispanic (Y or N) _ White _ American Indian/Alaska Native _ Black/African 
American_ Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander _ Asian _ Other 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
I am a graduate holding an associate or equivalent (RN), baccalaureate or higher degree from a 
qualified educational institution (  ). I am an undergraduate student (  ) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature________________________________________________Date________________________ 
 
MEMBER RECRUITER if applicable Name ______________________________________________ 

 
Regular Annual Membership 
 AAUW National membership fee    $67. 
  $59 is tax deductible 
  $3 supports AAUW Action Fund Lobby Corps 
 
 State of Michigan fee (not tax deductible)   $12. 
 AAUWNN fee (tax deductible)    $10. 
 
 TOTAL        $89 
 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO AAUWNN – mail to AAUW Membership, PO Box 511, Northville, MI 48167.  
AAAUW affiliate fiscal membership year extends from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023. 
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WE NEED
YOUR USED
SHOES!
OUR SHOE DRIVE FUNDRAISER
RUNS NOW THROUGH

MAY 20, 2022

Support our local
community by providing
scholarships 

Give a hand up not a hand
out to micro-enterprise
partners around the globe

THE SHOES WILL BE USED TO: 

CALL FOR QUESTIONS OR 
PICK-UP OF SHOES:

248-449-8693

Help us raise funds by donating your
gently worn, used, and new shoes! 

Drop off on the porch at: 
24423 North LeBost, Novi, MI 48375

Northville-Novi
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Shoes everywhere and we
are collecting still more!!!

KEEP COLLECTING THOSE SHOES!

We earn $.05 more per pound if we collect 3000 pairs. We already have 2500, so it
should be relatively easy to collect the rest. Our deadline now is May 20.

Here are some ideas for where to reach out to others who can help:

• Home Owners Associations

• Churches

• Salons. Mine is excited to be doing this for us. She has a Flyer and
a bin in the front of the salon.

• Sports clubs

• Facebook and Instagram (share our posts or create your own)

• Any business that you frequent and have an established
relationship with. (I took a car insurance bill into my insurance
agent yesterday to pay, and she is excited to put a bin and Flyers
in her business. My dentist also has a Flyer and a bin prominently
placed.)
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“Lunch and Mah Jongg” (American)
What: AAUW-NN Fundraiser
When: Friday, May 13, 2022Noon-5pm
Where: Fins Kitchen and Bar; Detroit Marriott Livonia

17100 Laurel Park North, Livonia, MI 48152
(East of I-275 off Six Mile Rd; Parking in front of hotel at Lobby Entrance)

A great lunch! Play Mah Jongg!
Door Prizes for getting Mah Jongg on certain hands! Special treats!

Support scholarships and local programs for women and girls
12 – 12:15pm Check-in, table assignment, etc.
12:15 – 1pm Lunch – Tomato Bisque Cup, Salad Bar, Rolls, Beverages
1-4:30pm Three 65 minute rounds; two 10 minute breaks
4:30-5pm Prizes awarded; Wrap-up
** We will use the same modified scoring and we will use the 2022 card!

**We will not be arranging any tables of 3! Prizes awarded for top 3 scores.
How: $35 ($20 is tax deductible) Register below:

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Deadline to register is Tuesday, May 10, 2022

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

Phone__________________Email_________________________
**Return form with your check payable to AAUW-NN:

AAUW-NN c/o Jane Hecker
P.O. Box 511, Northville, MI 48167 (or in person!)

For more information contact: jhecker101@gmail.com 734-276-6160
Sponsored by American Association of University Women Northville-Novi Branch

www.aauwnn.org Look under Branch Programs or Community Events

Hope to see you May 13, 2022!!

mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
https://www.aauwnn.org
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MICHIGAN FASHION DESIGNER SHOWCASE LUNCHEON 2022 SPONSORS
PLEASE FREQUENT THEIR BUSINESSES
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Articles for the June 2022
issue due May 20, 2022 to:

Mary Ann MacLaren
info@aauwnn.org

AAUW Northville-Novi (MI) Calendar of Events
visit the website for more information at

https://aauwnn.org/
BoardMeeting ...…………..…Fourth Tuesday, 6:45 P.M.
BridgeGroup……..……………...Wednesdays, 1:00 P.M.
Mah Jong…………….…....…….…….Fridays, 1:00 P.M.
Restaurant Rovers………….ThirdWednesday, 6:00P.M.
Day BookGroup………….….Second Friday, 10:00A.M.
Evening BookGroup…..……FourthMonday, 7:00 P.M.
Great Decisions……………….Third Tuesday, 1:30 P.M.

mailto:info@aauwnn.org
https://aauwnn.org/

