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Spirit Wear 

 
Let’s spread the spirit of 
AAUWNN in to the com-
munity! We are now offer-
ing spirit wear with AAU-
WNN logo embroidered on 
it.  There is a variety of 
styles, and nice quality. 
These products run very 
true to size.  

 
To order, go to https://agpestores.com/bigfrogofnovi/

groups.php 
 

You will then be directed to a list of organizations. Select 
AAUW by pressing on “go” next  to our name. You will see  5 
choices, each in multiple colors.  

 

  

Save The Date 
 

Coming March 30, 2019 
Michigan Fashion Design-
er Showcase Luncheon. 
Watch for details in future 
publications and at meet-
ings. 
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President’s Message 
Mary Jane Kearns 
 

 
Have You Renewed for 2018-19 Yet? 

 
Please renew your membership ASAP, if you 
have not already done so. This is very easy to do 
online with your membership number. If you do not know it, you can 
contact Joyce Murdock for help. If you prefer to mail it in, please send 
your check for $81 made out to AAUW (not AAUWNN) and mail it to 
Joyce’s attention at AAUW-NN, PO Box 511, Northville, MI  48167. 
For tax purposes, $66 of the $81 are tax deductible.  Your branch dues of 
$10 are tax deductible as we are a 501(c)(3) organization and $56 of the 
national dues are tax deductible.  Three dollars of the $59 national dues 
are not deductible because they support the AAUW Action Funds Sec-
tion 501(c)(4) Lobby Corps. The state dues of $12 are also not deducti-
ble. Those members who joined in April have paid. for the upcoming 
year and do not need to rejoin. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has been working hard over the summer to en-
sure that this upcoming year is a successful one. 
 
  I would especially like to thank the Financial Development Com-

mittee and everyone working hard to get our new fundraising event 
‘Fashion Designer Showcase’ off the ground. 

 I would like to thank Joyce and the Financial Development Com-
mittee for getting us signed up for Smile Amazon. 

 I would like to thank the Financial Development Committee for 
putting on our successful Garage Sale in May. 

 The Program Committee has also been working diligently and we 
look forward to hearing all about next year’s programs in our next 
newsletter. They are always intriguing. 

 The Communication Committee has also been busy. Val, Susan 
and Emily have all been working on our new website, which will be 
unveiled soon.   

 
I already have my new AAUWNN golf shirt from our ‘Spirit Clothing’ 
website. Be sure to order something to wear to meetings and special 
events. I love the color and the quality. 
 
The Initiatives Group, chaired by Jane also has been planning this year’s 
events and even has something new in the offing. 
 
What a great group of wonderful women you are, and I look forward to 
working with all of you in 2018-19. As you can see, there are many ways 
to become involved.  

 
NORTHVILLE-NOVI (MI) 

Aauwnn.org 

 
 President 

Mary Jane Kearns 
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Editor 
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AAUW Mission 

The AAUW MISSION is to advance 
equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education,  philanthropy and 
research 
 

AAUW Diversity Statement 

In principle and in practice, AAUW 
values and seeks a diverse member-
ship.  There shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organization on the 
basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability, 
or class. 
 
Update is published monthly, August 
through May, for the members and 
friends of the American Association of 
University Women Northville-Novi  

Mary Jane Kearns 
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Membership 
Corinne Vincent, VP Membership 

 

Please Welcome Our Newest Members—Spring 2018-19 

Rachelle Vartanian 
 
With an EMU BA k-5, MEd Psychology and 
Madonna Masters, Autism Spectrum Disorders, 
Rachelle is 2015 founder and President of Liv-
ing and Learning Enrichment Center, a nonprof-
it 501(c) (3) providing social skills and job skill 
opportunity to teens and adults on the autism 
spectrum. Motivation? She was unable to find 
programs for her own son who is on the spec-
trum. Drop in, see Rachelle, the warm environ-
ment at 315 Griswold in the Victorian house on 
the curve, part of Mill Race Village. As for 
AAUWNN, she says “I’m interested in every-
thing.” 
 
 

Tracey Bass, Novi 
Tracey, Saginaw Valley State MBA, recent 
President of Art Institute of Michigan, 12 Mile, 
Novi, previous President, International Acade-
my of Art & Design. Tracey says that empower-
ing women and mentoring them has been a 
strength for her in the work force and AAUW 
membership will allow her to expand this to the 
community. She has already made a difference 
in the planning phase of AAUWNN’s new ma-
jor fundraising event. 
 
 

Thea Lewis Conway D.C., North-
ville 
Thea, Chiropractor of 20 years, graduate of 
Cleveland Chiropractic College, CA, has 
established TLC Chiropractic on Main St, 
Northville, moving her Dearborn practice 
closer to home.  Mom of a daughter, she’s 
eager to share healthy lifestyle and busi-
ness skills with teens…Career Path 
Day…..in her future. With a hint of film 
and TV in her past, Thea, is key member 
of the Steering Core for AAUWNN’s new 
major fundraising event. 
 

Marcia O’Reilly, Bloomfield 
Marcia, with a Wayne State BS Nursing 
degree, enjoyed a 32 year career, primarily 
as a Henry Ford Nurse Anesthetist. She 
winters in Naples, FL, enjoys gardening, 
exercise, biking, kayaking, boating and 2 
book clubs but has given up skiing.  Her 
daughters live in Shanghai, China and Los 
Angeles.  Marcia is a dual member with 
Birmingham and has already become an 
active member of our Great Decisions in-
terest group. 

Thank You! 
Many hands were involved in setting up, selling, and 
taking down to make this sale successful. The sale was 
part of the Chase Farms subdivision annual sale. Fri-
day saw brisk sales. Saturday morning started with 
light rain and slow turnout. Due to the arrangement 
with Purple Heart to pick up the unsold items we had 
to shut down at noon. Our sales totaled $998.35 plus a 
member donation of $100 for a total of $1,098.35. A 
thank you goes out to the members that donated items. 
And kudos to the many workers (you know how you 
are) during, prior, and after the sale.      
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Save the Date! 
 
Plan to join us at our Tipping Point 
Theatre event 
 
Sunday, November 25, 2018 
1:00 p.m. Gala Reception 
2:00 p.m. Matinee “Ken Ludwig’s A 
Comedy of Tenors” 
 
Watch for more information in the 
September newsletter.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Smile! We are now partnered with  

AmazonSmile! 
 
Donations can now be made to AAUW Northville-Novi eve-
ry time you shop on Amazon. AmazonSmile is the same 
Amazon you know. They offer the same products, services, 
and pricing, and your Prime account is NOT affected.  
Like our Kroger charitable partnership, once you sign up 
there is no work required (except shopping, of course).  
 
Support AAUW-NN by starting your shopping at 
smile.amazon.com 
1. Go to smile.amazon.com 
2. You must sign in to your account with your email ad-

dress and Amazon password. 
3. You should see the AmazonSmile logo in the upper left 

corner. If you are a Prime member, the word “prime” 
will also show on the logo. 

4. You will be asked which charity you wish to donate to. 
Please choose the American Assoc of University Wom-
en Northville Novi Branch Inc. 

5. Once you designate AAUW-NN as your preferred chari-
ty, it will automatically show up when you log in to Am-
azonSmile. 

6. Please note: only purchases made through AmazonSmile 
are eligible for charity donations. If you purchase from 
the amazon.com site, we will NOT receive donations.  

 
Thanks so much for your continued support of the branch. 

  

 

Great 
Decision 

Discussion 
Group  

 
The world is a 
very busy place. There is something 
new every day in the media 
concerning America’s place in the 
world. The great Decisions Discussion 
Group looks at U.S. foreign policy and 
how the U.S. interacts with today’s 
world. We meet on the third Tuesday 
of the month at 1:30 p.m. We will take 
a break in August, but we will stat 
regular meetings again in September.  
 
September 18th we will meet at the 
Northville Library to discuss “Global 
Health: progress and challenges.” For 
a change of pace in October, the group 
will read and discuss the book The 
Common Good by Robert Reich. 
Please contact Joan Cotton for more 
information on Great Decisions. 

Great Decisions 
Joan Cotton 
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Congratulations Madeline Adler 
winner of the AAUWNN Northville High 

School Scholarship  
 
 
This spring you met Harika Kolluri, the Novi High School 
2018 scholarship recipient. Now meet Madeline Adler, the 
Northville High School 2018 scholarship recipient.  
 
Although women more often have the opportunity to pur-
sue careers now than in the past, women looking to enter 
the workforce face significant challenges compared to their 
male counterparts.  The current state of American labor 
creates challenges for women who choose to work. 
 
While women are nearly 10% more likely to hold a bache-
lors degree by age 29 than their male counterparts, they are 
consistently in fewer managerial positions.  For example, 
only 27% of chief executive positions are held by women,  
with percentages even lower in fields such as technology and  
construction management.  As these careers have traditionally 
been held by men, women fact difficulty breaking into these  
roles, despite oftentimes having similar qualifications and  
experience to men. (DeWolf, 2017) 
 
With this gap in positions also comes a gap in income.  Women earn, on overage 80 cents for every 
dollar earned by a man in the same position (“The Simple Truth about the Gender Pay Gap”).  This 
20% difference is important as it not only speaks to society’s view of women’s work, but on women 
themselves.  As seen by this gap, the work of women is not seen as as valuable than that of men.  
When men and women are doing the same work, however, the situation becomes even more complex.  
While society seems to be rapidly advancing in other areas, it lags behind in its view of the role of 
women.  Already the wage gap indicates women’s work as less valuable, but it also perpetuates the 
idea that women cannot generate the main income for their household and that the money women earn 
is discretionary rather supportive.  
 
The problems facing women in the workforce are highly pertinent to me.  My mother re-entered the 
workforce in 2008 and has had to battle these problems every day.  I have drawn inspiration form her 
as I watch her work in a male-dominated field and find professional and personal success, despite the 
challenges and setbacks of working like a girl. 

 

On behalf of all the women of AAUWNN, congratulations Madeleine! 

What we do truly makes a different not only in the lives of these young women, but in the global 

community. Thanks for your support of AAUWNN. 

 

Madeline and her mom at the 
AAUWNN Annual Awards Cel-
ebration 
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    Initiatives News 
 
 

Looking for some new opportunities to volunteer this fall? Look no further: 
 
 Want to learn more about Let’s Read Math and consider helping us out during our Fall sessions 

in Northville in November or Spring sessions in Novi in March? Mark your calendar for our 
“Get to know LRM” Saturday, September 22, 2018 from 1-3pm at Northville District Library, 
Rooms A and B. Sign up coming in September. 

 Sign up to help with Let’s Read Math, November 17, 24, and December 1, noon-3pm at 
Northville District Library. 

 Join a planning committee to host a STEM conference for 6th grade girls and their parents in 
partnership with Novi Meadows school (Novi district) in January.  
Please contact Jane Hecker at jhecker101@gmail.com for more information and if interested.  

 
Also kudos to Evelyn Cadicamo and Susan Beresh for presenting a modified (for 66 kids!) version 
of “How Big Is A Foot” on July 18 at Village Oaks Elementary (Novi) as part of their “Feed the 
Need” summer program. 

Initiatives 
Jane Hecker 

 
Dear the American Association of University Women 

Northville-Novi 

 

Thank you so much for the scholarship! It is incredibly 

generous and will go a long way towards my educa-

tion at the University of Michigan. Thank you as well 

for inviting me to the dinner; it was great to meet the 

members and hear more about all the good your or-

ganization does in the community! 

Best regards,  

Madeline Adler 

Condolences 
 

To member Connie Qualman on the passing of her mother, Ila Aldrich, on 6-19-
2018. A memorial service will be held in August at the First United Methodist 

Church of Northville. Watch Facebook for details or see Casterline Funeral 

mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
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American Association of University Women 
Northville-Novi  
 
 c/o Susan Schanne 
       20886 Dundee Drive 
       Novi, MI 48375 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Promoting education and equity for women and girls 

Articles  for the September, 2018 issue 
are due by August 20th to: 
 Susan Schanne 
 20886 Dundee Dr. 
 Novi, MI  48375 
 E-mail: 
 susan.schanne@gmail.com 

  

Be sure to mark  these dates on 
your calendar! 

AAUW Northville-Novi (MI) Calendar of Events 
(visit the website for more information  at 

www.aauwnn.org) 
 
Bridge Group……..………. Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. 
Mah Jongg…………….…..……. Fridays at 1:00 p.m. 
Board Meeting …..………..........August 28, 6:45p.m. 


